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Highlights of China’s Modern 
Design Tour 

 
Specially Designed Small Group Tour for  

Modern in Denver Magazine 
 

14 Days / 12 Nights (March 17-30, 2019) 



Tour Program Summary 
 
 Meet Modern In Denver magazine. We celebrate modern design and living in 
Colorado. But we balk at the walls of limitation that a title constructs! We’re much more 
than a magazine. MID is also a platform for discussing and exploring outside-the-box 
ways of living that are inspired by modern design and practices. 
 
 Well, we heard an ugly rumor that modern design connotes a cold and sterile 
environment. That particular brand of modern certainly may exist. But we’re friends 
with the type that greets you at the door with your house slippers and an honest mix of 
materials and methods. Modern can be comfortable, and we’re here to show you how. 
 
 We think good design can be an integral part of real life right here in Denver. In 
fact, we’ve seen it. And we want to tell you about it. We find it important to connect the 
designs we feature to the particulars of our place, our community, and the people in it. 
This makes it real, practical and possible for great modern design to become part of 
your life. 
 
 We know you’re a discerning crowd. That’s why we’re committed to printing 
more than just pretty pictures. We bring you interesting, intelligent articles crammed 
full of qualified resources. We show you how real people create and live in honest-to-
goodness modern places around the corner and maybe even right next door. We 
spotlight architects, designers, artists and entrepreneurs right here in our own backyard. 
 
 But it’s a big planet! MID also introduces our local audience to a worldview of 
design, architecture and lifestyle that we hope will influence and enrich our evolving 
community. We profile international designs and designers for your inspiration. We 
report on the latest products and methods introduced at trade shows around the world. 
 
 Modern In Denver presents our first international modern design tour in 
conjunction with our friends’ Access Asia Tours (AAT), also based in Denver with offices 
in Vancouver and Beijing. This one-of-a-kind small group tour features the highlight 
attractions, modern design & architecture, cultural explorations, culinary delights and so 
much more in six of China’s greatest cities throughout a two-week tour led by China 
travel experts. 
 
 CHINA is a land of history and refinement unparalleled in the world.  Attentive 
visitors are immersed in a sea of visual and cultural experiences unlike any other they 
may have had elsewhere.  Each geographic area in China teems with its own identity as 
an energetic variation on the great theme of Chinese civilization.  You will be amazed at 
how regions differ vastly yet express similar values and ideas.  
 
 
 



 Your grand China tour begins in Beijing.  Enjoy an exploration of the beauty of the 
imperial city and meetings with urban Chinese residents.  Discover the splendor of 
China’s glorious past: The Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace and Great 
Wall, all UNESCO World heritage sites. Also witness the dynamic and ever-changing life 
pace in today’s capital of China. 
 
 
 Travel by high-speed train to Qinhuangdao to witness Old Dragon Section of the 
Great Wall, where it meets the sea. Spend the night at the ultra-modern Aranya AnLan 
Hotel and explore the Seaside Chapel and Seaside Library. 
 
 Travel by air to Shanghai, China’s most populous city and economic powerhouse.  
The European Bund still retains the glamour of the colonial era; modern western pubs 
and bars and boutiques scatter all around the center of Shanghai.  Visit the traditional 
Yuyuan Garden and spend some time exploring both the new and the old parts of 
Shanghai.   
 

Take a high-speed train to the ancient city of Suzhou, where classical gardens 
remain as they have been for centuries with gazeboes, pavilions, rockery hills and 
miniature waterfalls splashing into pond-sized lakes filled with colored carp and lotus 
leaves. Suzhou is also noted for its silk embroidery and the Grand Canal.  
 

Your tour itinerary also includes Guilin and Yangshuo, the south China region of 
picturesque karsts mountains rising from rice paddies.  This is one of the most idyllic 
landscapes of China, and your cruise down the Li River will reveal its beauties at each 
bend of the river.  
 
 The last stop of your tour is Shenzhen, the 4th largest city and “Silicon Valley” of 
China, with booming development and incredible modern design present throughout 
the city. Alternatively, remain in Hong Kong for a free day at your leisure. 
 
 Transfer to Hong Kong or fly home from Shenzhen (with direct flights to Los 
Angeles and Seattle) and arrive the same day. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour Itinerary Key: 
● Things that are on your own    ● Hotel accommodations    ● Time/ transportation methods 

Q=flights that are not included in the tour land price    
Q=fly, �=drive, t=high speed train (included in the tour land price) 
● Meals and the restaurant name. <B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner> 

 
 



        
 
     
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour Daily Itinerary 
 
Mar 17  Q Depart from North America 
 
Mar 18  Q Arrive in Beijing 
 Arrive in Beijing on your own booked cross-Pacific flight (AAT will assist upon 
 your request); meet your private English-speaking Beijing guide and  
 professional driver at the airport arrival hall and transfer to the Eclat Hotel 
 (Deluxe Room) for check-in. The rest of the night is free at your leisure and  
 dinner is on your own (guide will assist). 
 
Mar 19  Beijing Touring 
 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and set 
 out for a full day Beijing sightseeing tour by private vehicle to visit: 
   Tiananmen Square      
  Enjoy lunch at a local elite restaurant. 
    The Forbidden City (UNESCO) 
    Pedicab “Hutong & Courtyard Tour”  

Ø Hutong – NanLuoGuXiang 
Ø Courtyard – Layered Courtyard or Twisting Courtyard 

                      Return to your hotel later this afternoon and the rest of the night is free; dinner 
 is on your own (guide can suggest). <B-L> 
 
Mar 20 Beijing Touring 
 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and set 
 out for another full day Beijing sightseeing tour by private vehicle to visit: 

Great Wall of China at Mutianyu Section (UNESCO) including 
round-trip cableways 

  Commune by the Great Wall, including lunch at their restaurant  
  with Chinese and Western food options 
   Chaoyang Park Plaza (an office building, exterior view only) 
                                           Phoenix TV Beijing Headquarter (exterior view only)  
 Return to your hotel later this afternoon and the rest of the night is free at your 
 leisure; dinner is on your own (guide can suggest). <B-L> 
 
Mar 21 Beijing Touring   
 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and set 
 out for your last full day Beijing sightseeing tour by private vehicle to visit: 
                                    Temple of Heaven 
   798 Modern Art Complex 
   Shopping Center – Parkview Green FangCaoDi or The Place 
                      Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant. 
   The CCTV Headquarters (exterior view only) 
 This evening, transfer to Dadong Restaurant for a remarkable Peking duck  
 dinner, the best in Beijing; return to the hotel afterwards; the rest of the night is 
 free at your leisure. <B-L-D> 
 
Mar 22  t  High Speed Train from Beijing to Qinhuangdao and � drive to Beidaihe 
 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and 
 transfer to the train station for HST G387 (8:25AM – 10:29AM; 1st class seats) to 
 Qinhuangdao; met by your private English-speaking guide and professional 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

driver upon arrival and set out for a full day Qinhuangdao sightseeing tour by 
private vehicle to visit the following sites: 

   Visit Old Dragon Section of the Great Wall 
                        Seaside Chapel and Seaside Library 
                                           WutopianLab – Aranya 
  Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant. Later, transfer to Aranya AnLan Hotel  
  (AnLan King/ Twin Room) for check-in, where the Seaside Chapel, Seaside  
  Library, and Wutopia Lab are located. Enjoy dinner at the hotel restaurant and 
  the rest of the night is free. <B-L-D> 
 
Mar 23 Q Fly from Beidaihe to Shanghai  

Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and 
transfer to the airport for your flight FM9142 (9:50AM – 12:10PM; economy 
class) to Shanghai; upon arrival, met by your local private English-speaking 
guide and professional driver and transfer to the Yangshan Deep-water Port 
(about 1-hour drive) for an excursion, including access to the 32-km bridge 
between island where the port is located on and continent, and observation 
deck on Yangshan Island. Later, transfer to Shanghai downtown (about 2-hour 
drive) and tour the Bund. After that, transfer to Les Suites Orient, Bund 
Shanghai Hotel (Shanghai Studio Room) for check-in; the rest of the night is 
free at your leisure; lunch and dinner are on your own (guide can suggest). <B> 

 
Mar 24 Shanghai Touring   
 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and set 
 out for a half day Shanghai sightseeing tour by private vehicle to visit: 
    Yuyuan Garden 
                                           The French Concession Area and Xintiandi Area 

Enjoy a steamed soup-filled dumplings lunch (xiao long bao) at Dingtaifeng 
Restaurant. In the afternoon, we will visit; 

    Long Museum by Atelier Deshaus 
    Shanghai Pavilion 

Chi She and FAB Union Art Spaces by Archi-Union  
    New West Bund Museum Art District  

Pudong New Area and Shanghai Tower’s Observation Deck  
 Return to your hotel in the early evening and the rest of the night is free at  
 your leisure; dinner is on your own (guide can suggest). <B-L> 
 
Mar 25  t High Speed Train between Shanghai and Suzhou  

Breakfast at the hotel; met guide and driver in the hotel lobby and transfer to 
the train station for HST G676 (8:30AM – 8:53AM; 1st class seats) to Suzhou. 
Upon arrival, met by your local private English-speaking guide and 
professional driver and set out for a full day city sightseeing tour of Suzhou to 
visit the following sites: 

   Zhongshuge Bookstore 
   Zhouzheng Garden (UNESCO) 
   Lingering Garden (UNESCO) 
                      Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant. 
  Pingjiang Road and Suzhou Museum 
                   Suzhou Industrial Park (exterior view only) 
                                           SPG Global Tower (exterior view only) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transfer to the train station for HST G7119 (6PM – 6:25PM; 1st class seats) back 
to Shanghai; met and transfer back to the hotel for a free evening; dinner is on 
your own (guide can assist).  <B-L> 

 
Mar 26  Q Fly from Shanghai to Guilin and then � drive to Yangshuo  

 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and 
 transfer to the airport for your flight FM9349 (12:05PM – 2:40PM; economy 
 class) to Guilin; met by your local English-speaking guide and professional 
 driver upon arrival; transfer directly to Alila Hotel Yangshuo (Sugar  House 
 Retreat Room) in Yangshuo (1.5-hour ride) for check-in; remainder of the day 
 is free at your leisure; lunch and dinner are on your own (guide can assist). <B> 

 
Mar 27  Yangshuo  

 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and 
 transfer to Li river to take the 4- hour Li River Cruise from Yangshuo to 
 Yangdi with lunch served onboard; transfer back to Yangshuo to enjoy your 
 afternoon Yangshuo tour to see: 

   Moon Hill Park – Big Banyan Tree 
                                           Evening Impression Liusanjie Show (VIP seat) 
 Dinner will be served at a local restaurant and then transfer back to your hotel 
 afterwards. <B-L-D> 
  
Mar 28  t HST from Yangshuo to Shenzhen  

 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and 
 transfer to the train station for HST G2907 (9:49AM – 12:30PM; 1st class seats) to 
 Shenzhen; upon arrival, met by your guide and enjoy a local cuisine lunch. 
 Later, set out for a full day sightseeing tour to visit the following sites: 
  Huarun Mansion – ChunSun (exterior view only)  
                         Kingkey 100 (exterior view only) 

   Ping An Finance Center’s Observation Deck  
 Later, transfer to Shenzhen Atour Binhe Shidai Hotel (Superior Room) for check-
 in; this is a deluxe modern hotel situated inside the KK One complex, the 
 landmark building of Shenzhen’s Fudian District. Tonight, visit Lianhuashan 
 Park to watch sunset and transfer back to your hotel; the rest of the night is free; 
 dinner is on your own (guide can suggest). <B-L>   

 
Mar 29 Shenzhen 

 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and set 
 out for a full day Shenzhen sightseeing tour by private vehicle to visit: 

  Shenzhen Art Museum 
  OCT District and Design Museum 
                      Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant. 
  Sea World 
  Windows of the World 
 Transfer back to the hotel for a free evening; dinner is on your own (guide can 
 suggest). <B-L>  
 
Mar 30  Q Departure  

 Breakfast at the hotel; met by your guide and driver in the hotel lobby and 
 transfer to the Shenzhen Airport or the Hong Kong Border Pass for your home-
 bound flight. Service ends. <B> 



Selected Modern Design Luxury Hotels for Your Tour 
 

Please Note: The photos below are representative of the room categories. Actual rooms may vary from what is shown. 
 

 

    
 

Hotel Eclat Beijing 
 

A member of the exclusive Small Luxury Hotels of the World, 5 star Hotel Éclat in Beijing is a stunning landmark on the 
Beijing skyline, standing impressively in the heart of the city’s downtown Central Business District  - the perfect location 

for both business and leisure. A focal point of the award-winning Parkview Green, the luxury boutique Hotel Éclat Beijing 
offers a rare opportunity to experience museum quality art while enjoying stylish, cool accommodation, outstanding 

cuisine, intuitive yet non-intrusive guest services and a spectacular Mall where you can shop till you drop - all within its 
unique architectural design. 

 
 

    
 

Aranya AnLan Hotel Qinhuangdao 
 
 
 

     
 

Les Suites Orient, Bund Shanghai Hotel 
 

Les Suites Orient ON THE BUND is a life style boutique hotel with an unparalleled location on the city’s most famous 
boulevard. With panoramic views of the famous Bund, the Lujiazui skyline, as well as the 16th century Yu Gardens, the 

property has a sweeping eye over both the old and new. Guests can enjoy a view from any of its rooms and suites, while 
enjoying Western and Asian cuisine at Cafe Dongxi. Consistently ranked as a TripAdvisor customer favorite, Les Suites 
Orient boasts the ideal location for a stay in Shanghai, no matter whether for business or pleasure, with convenient links 

to transportation. Just like its sister properties in Taipei, Les Suites Orient maintains an understated elegance, with its own 
distinct Shanghainese flavor. 

 



     
 

Alila Hotel Yangshuo 
 

Once a working sugar mill, Alila Yangshuo applies a modern twist to this retro resort. Experience stylish simplicity in this 
picturesque setting. Karst mountains, green hills, and winding rivers provide a rugged welcome to Alila Yangshuo. This 

scenic gem offers an authentic slice of rural life, focusing on traditional culture and indigenous nature. When you arrive at 
the property, the Alila Leisure Concierge team is ready to take you on a journey to discover the beauty of the Yangshuo 

region. 
 
 

    
 

Shenzhen Atour Binhe Shidai Hotel 
 
 

 
Tour Land Prices Inclusions & Exclusion 

 
Tour Land Price:  $4,550 USD per person, double occupancy (10 or more travelers) 
 
    $4,950 USD per person, double occupancy (6-9 travelers) 
 
    $5,850 USD per person, double occupancy (3-5 travelers) 
    
    $6,250 USD per person, double occupancy (2 travelers) 
 
What's Included in Tour Land Prices:       
 
• Designated hotel accommodations, double occupancy with daily breakfast 
• Pre-departure information packets  
•    All tour related in-country domestic taxes    
•  Transfers and luggage (1 piece of 45 pounds per person) handling  
•  All sightseeing, activities, and cultural events listed in the itinerary  
•    All meals specified in the itinerary and daily bottled water during sightseeing 
•    Service of a private professional English-speaking local tour guide/ assistant when applicable 
•    Private, clean, and newer vehicles with air-conditioning and a professional driver when applicable 
 



What's Not Included in Tour Land Prices:    
 
• International air tickets to Asia (please call us for a quote if you need assistance) 
•    Chinese visa processing  
  www.MyChinaVisa.com, use Group Code ACT2019 to receive your discount 
• Trip cancellation, baggage, accident, and medical insurance  
• Gratuities to guides and drivers  
• Items not listed and/or specified as included in the itinerary 
 
 
 

Deposit and Cancellation Policy:  20% of Total Tour Price as deposit to be paid at the time of signing 
up.  Tour Balance is due 90 days prior to tour date.  All cancellation notices must be received in writing and will 
become effective as of the date of receipt by Access Asia Tours.  We assess cancellation fees of all tours 
according to the following schedule: 
 
90 days or more prior to departure  ----------------------   10% of Total Tour Price  
89 to 60 days prior to departure     -----------------------   30% of Total Tour Price  
59 to 30 days prior to departure     -----------------------   50% of Total Tour Price    
29 to 15 days prior to departure     -----------------------   70% of Total Tour Price 
 
* Plus any charges assessed by government agencies, land suppliers, cruise companies and airlines.  
Within 14 days of departure .............100% forfeiture of the tour price per person 
 
Access Asia Tours will not grant partial refunds for any unused trip arrangements after the trip has commenced 
or any refunds to participants who do not complete any portion of the itinerary.  Any airline tickets issued are 
subject to the carrier’s refund and cancellation policy.  We strongly recommend you purchase trip 
cancellation/interruption insurance to protect your travel investment.  If a tour is forced to be cancelled due 
to government’s travel warnings, declared or undeclared wars, hostilities, civil disturbances, strike, riot, 
epidemic, and quarantines, Access Asia Tours will refund all participants’ payment less any irretrievable 
expenses and loss (visa fees, airline penalties, communication cost, and non-refundable booking cost, 
etc.).  However, Access Asia Tours will not be responsible for any expenses incurred by tour participants (e.g., 
non-refundable “advance purchase” air tickets, insurance & medical expenses, passport and visa expenses, etc.) 


