The Essence of
Vietnam &
Cambodia
Explore the natural wonders, historic
treasures and cultural heritage in
Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hoi An,
Ho Chi Minh City, & Siem Reap

12 Days 10 Nights
October 14 – 25, 2020
Annual Special Journey by AAT

Tour Program Summary
VIETNAM is a country of natural beauty and charming cultures. It offers a unique blend of the East
and West with plenty of sights, sounds and smell. Vietnam cuisine is a gourmet delight with a mixture of
Chinese, French and a little Thai and is one of the sophisticated cuisines in Asia. The cities of Hanoi, Halong
Bay, Hoi An, and Saigon are the representatives of the country's beauty, vitality and progress.
Your trip begins in the capital of Vietnam, Hanoi. Narrow lanes and traditional shop houses
invite exploration by cyclo (pedi cab), while its many beautiful public spaces - lakes, parks, tree-lined
boulevards and monuments - give the city an air of elegance and harmony with nature unique among
Asian capitals. Legacies of Chinese and French influence are evident in many parts of the city.
Drive through the Red River Delta and travel from Hanoi to your boat in Halong Bay. A day
spent cruising gently between the imposing limestones islets is hard to beat, but an evening spent
watching the stars come out over the bay is a truly magical experience. You get both, plus kayaking and
swimming in the turquoise water of Halong Bay.
Take a short flight to the exquisitely preserved merchant town of Hoi An. The colorful storefront houses and temples reflect a diverse heritage, dating back to the 16th and 17th century, when it
was a major port for Western, Chinese and Japanese traders. Today it is a thriving center of traditional
crafts and a shopper's paradise, best explored on foot.
Your next destination is a vibrant metropolis; Ho Chi Minh City (aka Saigon) teems with energy,
activity and motion. Everywhere you look, you see the meeting of traditional and modern life. The
emerging modern skyline stands cheek by jowl with colonial buildings and traditional temples. Outside
on the streets, young professionals zip by on motorcycles, chatting on cell phones; inside the quiet
temple courtyards, worshippers pray amidst clouds of incense.
CAMBODIA is a small, unique kingdom with a rich history and fascinating heritage of Buddhist
art and architecture. Common motifs in Khmer sculpture are apsaras, which have become a symbol of
the Khmer culture. There's a magic about this charming yet confounding kingdom that casts a spell on
visitors. In Cambodia, ancient and modern worlds collide to create an authentic adventure.
Fly in from Saigon and end your journey in Siem Reap, the site of the crowning jewel of Khmer
art and architecture – ANGKOR WAT. It is the national symbol and the highlight of any visit to
Cambodia, or even Southeast Asia. The largest, best preserved, and most religiously significant of the
Angkor temples, Angkor impresses visitors both by its sheer scale and beautiful carvings and sculptures.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Tour Leader Greg Tyler: Greg received a Bachelor’s Degree in International Studies from
Liberty University. He has worked and studied in Bangkok, Thailand for an extended period
of time and traveled to 8 different Asian countries, all of which are represented in our tours.
Greg joined AAT to work as a tour planner due to his never-ending curiosity for Asia,
passion for foreign culture & cuisine, and the beautiful photos he gets to take along the way.

Tour Itinerary Key
● Things that are on your own ● Hotel accommodations ● Time & transportation methods
 = flights that are not included in the land price
 = bullet train, = taxi/ private car,  = bus,  = ferry (included in the land price)
● Meals <B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner> ● Cultural events & special activities

Tour Daily Itinerary
Oct 14

 Depart

Board your own booked flight from North America to Hanoi,
Vietnam today. (AAT can assist ticket bookings upon request)

arr. Hanoi

Arrive in Vietnam today. Upon arrival, met by our private
English-speaking guide at the airport arrival hall, and transfer in
private vehicle with professional driver to the centrally located
Lapis Hotel (deluxe city-view room) in Hanoi. After check-in an
rest, enjoy a group Welcome Dinner in hotel restaurant. <D>

Hanoi

Breakfast at the hotel; met by our guide and in hotel lobby and
enjoy a full day exploration in the city. First, visit the Temple of
Literature, founded in 1070 and dedicated to Confucius. Then,
tour the vast Ho Chi Minh Memorial Complex, a lovely park
setting which is home to Ho Chi Minh's final resting place, as well
as a museum and other memorials. Lunch at a local restaurant.
Afternoon visit the Museum of Ethnology and take a
cyclo tour of the Old Quarter streets and enjoy a famous traditional
water puppet show. Enjoy dinner at a local restaurant. Return to
hotel and evening is at your own leisure. <B-L-D>

Day 01-Wed

Oct 15
Day 02-Thu

Oct 16
Day 03-Fri

Hanoi  Breakfast at the hotel; met by our guide and in hotel lobby and
Day 04-Sat Halong Bay drive to Halong Bay (2.5 hours) by private vehicle. Upon arrival
around noon, board the luxurious Alisa Premier Cruise (senior
suite balcony cabin) for check-in. Lunch will be served on board.
Enjoy beautiful views of sculpted limestone islands. Pass
by a floating village and various caves. You will have the options
of going to Titop Island for swimming or a short trek to the top
with panoramic views. See a fishing village where you can kayak
around. Enjoy the sunset back on the ship and have a lavish dinner
served on board. Watching the stars at the night. <B-L-D>

Oct 17

Oct 18

Halong Bay
Day 05-Sun  Hanoi
 Da Nang
 Hoi An

Tai Chi Lession at 6:30AM (optional). Enjoy breakfast on board;
then visit a beautiful limestone grotto. Return to the port around
noon where you meet by our guide and driver. Transfer to Hanoi
Airport for a late afternoon flight to Da Nang. Upon arrival, met by
our local guide and driver for the transfer to the Gem Riverside
Hotel (junior suite balcony) in Hoi An.
Enjoy a free evening and dinner is on your own. <B-L>

Oct 19

Hoi An

Breakfast at the hotel; meet our guide for a half-day walking tour
in Old Hoi An. Visit the Chinese Assembly Halls, the Japanese
Covered Bridge, Chua Ong Pagoda, and the 200 year old Tan Ky
House. Have lunch at a local restaurant.
In the afternoon, take a half-day tour of Danang. Go to
visit the Cham Museum to learn about this ancient but advanced
civilization. Then, make your way to Marble Mountain where
you’ll have the opportunity to climb and admire the temples and
views over the district.
Return to your hotel where dinner and the evening are on
your own (our guide will give recommendations). <B-L>

Hoi An
 HCMC

Breakfast at the hotel; met by our guide and driver for transfer to
the Danang Airport. Take a morning flight to Ho Chi Minh City.

Day 06-Mon

Oct 20
Day 07-Tue

Upon arrival, met by our guide and driver for transfer to the
Silverland Jolie Hotel & Spa (executive room) for check-in and
your own lunch in hotel.
This afternoon, embark on a city tour of HCMC. See the
Reunification Palace and the Vietnam War Remnants Museum.
Visit the Old Post Office, a beautifully preserved remnant of
French Colonial times. Then go to the bustling Ben Thanh Market
for a visit followed by a Vietnam Cuisine Dinner on Bonsai Cruise
along the Saigon River with live music. Return to your hotel
after dinner and evening is free. <B-D>
Oct 21

HCMC 

Day 08-Wed Mekong Delta

Breakfast in the hotel. At 8AM depart for a drive (1.5 hour) from
HCMC to Ben Tre, where you will board the charming cruise for
a glimpse at the Delta scenery. Later, enjoy a bicycle ride around
Phong Nam village through gardens and stop for a couple of
family visits, rice paper workshop tour and homemade lunch.
Travel back from Mekong Delta to HCMC at the end of
the day and evening is free. Dinner is on your own. <B-L>

HCMC 
Day 09-Thu Siem Reap

Met by our guide and driver at 7AM, transfer to Bach Dang Pier
to board a speedboat. Ride down the river which quickly
changes from city sprawl to jungle. A light meal will be served
for breakfast. Arrive at the famous Cu Chi Tunnels site for an
extensive exploration. Enjoy lunch at the riverside restaurant.
Then, transfer to HCMC airport and board a flight to
Siem Reap, Cambodia. Upon arrival, met by our local guide and
driver for a transfer to Angkor Village Hotel (garden view room)
for check-in. Dinner and the evening are on your own. <B-L>

Oct 23

Siem Reap

Breakfast at the hotel; met by our guide this morning and enjoy a
full-day exploration of Angkor Wat. Visit the splendid Preah
Khan Palace, Banteay Samre, and Banteay Srei, a beautiful pink
sandstone temple. Have lunch in a local restaurant.
Afternoon visit to the magnificent Angkor Wat Temple,
built in the 12th century by King Suryavarman II, it is the world’s
largest religious structure. Later in the day, enjoy a 1 hour foot
massage before returning to the hotel for your own leisure. <B-L>

Siem Reap

Breakfast at the hotel; meet our guide and driver for a full-day
tour of the fortified city of Angkor Thom which covers an area of
10 square km and is enclosed by a wall and wide moats. Visit the
mysterious Bayon Temple, the Baphuon, the Terrace of the
Elephants and the Terrace of the Leper Kings, and the Ta Prohm
(Tomb Raider). Lunch is at a local restaurant.
In the evening, see a Circus Show at Phare Ponleu Selpak
followed by a Local Cuisine Farewell Dinner. Return to hotel for
your own leisure and relaxation. <B-L-D>

Siem Reap
Day 12-Sun  Return

Breakfast at the hotel; met by our guide in hotel lobby for transfer
to Siem Reap Airport and fly home. Service ends. <B>

Oct 22

Day 10-Fri

Oct 24
Day 11-Sat

Oct 25

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Changes to Itinerary: Access Asia Tours has made all possible attempts to ensure the accuracy of tour itineraries. Circumstances
beyond our control may occur. We reserve the right to change itineraries, sightseeing activities, and common carriers, and to substitute
hotels when necessary. Service of a similar category and standard will be maintained if such changes are made. The Service Voucher in
your last pre-departure packet will provide the operational itinerary summary, final transport and hotel information.

First Class & Boutique Hotels Selected for This Tour
Please Note: The photos below are representative of the room style & character. Actual rooms may vary from what is shown.

The Lapis Hotel, Hanoi
On a bustling city street lined with bars and cafes, this upscale hotel is a 7-minute walk from the Hanoi Opera House. Amenities include a polished restaurant
serving international cuisine, and a sophisticated lobby bar. A rooftop pool overlooks the city, and there's a gym, a hot tub, and a sauna/steam bath.

Alisa Premier Cruise, Halong Bay
Alisa Premier Cruise offers contemporary accommodations on board. Guests can enjoy all meals at the restaurant on-board at no additional charge with full
board package. Guests can dip in the hot tub or relax with professional massage in the spa center. Other facilities include an bar and a shared lounge.

Gem Riverside Hotel, Hoi An
This modern hotel has a restaurant, free bikes, an outdoor swimming pool and bar. With free WiFi, this 4-star property has a shared lounge and a
garden. Popular points of interest near the hotel include Assembly Hall of Chaozhou Chinese Congregation, Hoi An Historic Museum and others.

Silverland Jolie Hotel & Spa, Saigon
Offering views of the Saigon River, this genteel hotel with Colonial accents is 1 km from Saigon Notre-Dame Basilica. Afternoon tea are complimentary.
Amenities include a bright restaurant, a spa and a fitness center, along with a steam room and a sauna. A rooftop terrace features a hot tub and a bar.

Angkor Village Hotel, Siem Reap
This upscale boutique hotel surrounded by tropical gardens. Amenities include an open-air restaurant and a lobby lounge, as well as a massage room,
a library, and an outdoor pool with sun loungers. There's also an opulent theater with regular dance and music performances.

Tour Land Prices Inclusions & Exclusion

Tour Land Price:

$2,880 USD per person, double occupancy (for a group of 10-18 travelers)

Single Supplement Cost:

$720 USD for single occupancy of hotel room / boat cabin throughout the tour

What's Included in Tour Land Price:













Designated first-class/boutique hotel accommodations, double occupancy with daily breakfast
Arrival and departure transfer by a private vehicle (baggage: 1 piece of 20kg person)
Vietnamese domestic flight (Hanoi – Danang, Danang – HCMC) on economy class
Intra-Asia flight (HCMC – Siem Reap) on economy class
Pre-departure information packets
All tour related in-country domestic taxes
All sightseeing, activities, and cultural events listed in the itinerary
All meals specified in the itinerary and daily bottled water during sightseeing
AAT staff tour leader/escort for a group of 10 or more travelers
Service of a private professional English-speaking local tour guide in each city or region
Private, clean, and newer vehicles with air-conditioning and a professional driver
Basic gratuities to local guides and drivers

What's Not Included in Tour Land Price:










Cross-Pacific international flight to Hanoi and from Siem Reap
Early check-ins and late check-outs (subject to availability with extra cost)
Airline’s excessive baggage fees (the baggage allowance is usually up to 1 piece of 20kg per person for
economy class as checked baggage)
Optional activities and tours (will quote separately upon request)
Any beverages including alcohol throughout the tour
Vietnamese and Cambodia visa fees and visa processing fees if applicable
Trip cancellation, baggage, accident, and medical insurance
Gratuity to your AAT tour leader/escort
Expenses of a personal nature; items not listed and/or specified as included in the itinerary

Deposit and Cancellation Policy: 20% of Total Tour Price as deposit to be paid at the time of signing up. Tour Balance is due 90 days prior to tour date. All
cancellation notices must be received in writing and will become effective as of the date of receipt by Access Asia Tours. We assess cancellation fees of all tours
according to the following schedule:
90 days or more prior to departure -----------------------------------------------------------89 to 60 days prior to departure ------------------------------------------------------------59 to 30 days prior to departure ------------------------------------------------------------29 to 15 days prior to departure -------------------------------------------------------------

10% of Total Tour Price
30% of Total Tour Price
50% of Total Tour Price
70% of Total Tour Price

* Plus any charges assessed by government agencies, land suppliers, cruise companies and airlines.
Within 14 days of departure .............100% forfeiture of the tour price per person
Access Asia Tours will not grant partial refunds for any unused trip arrangements after the trip has commenced or any refunds to participants who do not
complete any portion of the itinerary. Any airline tickets issued are subject to the carrier’s refund and cancellation policy. We strongly recommend you purchase
trip cancellation/interruption insurance to protect your travel investment. If a tour is forced to be cancelled by Access Asia Tours due to government’s travel
warnings, declared or undeclared wars, hostilities, civil disturbances, strike, riot, epidemic, and quarantines, we will refund all participants’ payment less any
irretrievable expenses and loss (visa fees, airline penalties, communication cost, and non-refundable hotel and land service booking cost, etc.). However, Access Asia
Tours will not be responsible for any expenses incurred by tour participants (e.g., non-refundable “advance purchase” air tickets, insurance & medical expenses,
passport and visa expenses, etc.).

